Ann Arbor Public Schools

Parent/Student Rights Under Section 504

Below is a description of the rights guaranteed by federal law to students with disabilities.  The intent of the law is to keep the parent/guardian fully informed concerning decisions about a student, and to inform the parent/guardian of their rights if they disagree with any of these decisions.  At age 18, these rights are accorded directly to the student rather than to the parent.

These rights include the right to:

-
Have the student with disabilities take part in, and receive benefits from, public education programs, 
without discrimination because of a disability.
-
Receive all information in the parent’s/guardian’s native language or other primary mode of 
communication.

· Receive notice a reasonable time before with respect to identification, evaluation, or 
placement of your child.

· Have the student receive a free, appropriate, public education (FAPE), which includes the right of the student to be educated with students without disabilities to the maximum extent appropriate.

· Have the student have equal opportunity to participate in school programs and extracurricular activities sponsored by the school through the provision of reasonable accommodations.

-
Inspect and review all of the student’s educational records including the right to obtain copies of educational 
records at a reasonable cost unless the fee would effectively deny access to the records, and the right to amend the record if it is believed the information is inaccurate or misleading.  If the district refuses to amend the record, the parent/guardian has the right to request a hearing.

-
Have educational evaluation and placement decisions made based on information from a variety of sources and by persons who know the needs of the student, meaning of evaluation data, and placement options.

-
Have transportation provided to a school placement setting at no greater cost to you than would be incurred if the student were placed in a program operated by the System.

-
Receive a response from the System to reasonable requests for explanations and interpretations of your child’s records.

-
Have your child receive special education and related services if she/he is found to be eligible under 
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), or to receive a free and appropriate public education  under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act.
· Have periodic review and evaluation before any significant change in placement.

Request an impartial due process hearing if the parent/guardian disagrees with the school district’s proposed action.  Requests for due process hearings should be made to Section 504 Coordinator Cynthia S. Ryan, Director HR/Legal Services (tel. no. 734-994-9455).  You and your child may take part in the hearing and have an attorney represent you at your own cost.  The impartial hearing officer’s decision may be appealed by writing to Administrator of the SISS within 15 days of receiving the due process hearing decision.  The SISS shall issue a written decision in response to the appeal no later than 30 days after its filing.

Nothing stated herein shall prevent a person from filing a complaint of discrimination on the basis of disability with the U. S. Department of Health and Human Services, Office for Civil Rights under Section 504.  Appeals of 504 matters should go to Administrator the SISS (tel. no. 734-994-2318). 
The person responsible for Section 504 compliance is:
Cynthia S. Ryan Director HR/Legal Services                                     734-994-9455







Cynthia S. Ryan - Director, Human Resources
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